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Course of Study
Dr. Jim Porter

The second year course in Formation for Discipleship is designed to help persons preparing for church ministries to understand the mission of Christian Education, to improve the ministry of Christian Education in the church, and to encourage leaders to be committed to education in the church.

Objectives:
1.  The student will understand the mission of Discipleship.

1.1 The student will be able to write a three to five page paper describing

what the Bible means by “Making Disciples.”

1.2 The student will be able to share these findings with his/her counseling elder and write a one page reaction paper summarizing the discussion.

1.3 The student will be able in a class quiz to explain how historical

developments in religious movements affected the mission of Christian Education.

2.  The student will practice the process of Lesson Planning.

2.1 The student will be able in a class quiz to describe the process for planning a lesson.

2.2 The student will be able in an in-class project to write objectives for a

lesson plan.

2.3 The student will be able to prepare and submit two lesson plans using the process learned in class.

2.4 The student will be able to present one of his/her prepared lessons to a

church group.

2.5 The student will be able to write a one page evaluation of the experience

of teaching this lesson approach in their church group.

3.  The student will understand the Planning Process in relation to effectively

administrating Discipleship ministries.

3.1 The student will be able to identify administrative structures for education.

3.2 The student will be able to explain administrative approaches to education.

3.3 The student will be able to relate the administrative process to the discipline ministries of the church.
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Pre-Class Assignments:
Due December 19, 2011
Send to:
Dr. Jim Porter

                        787 East Northside Drive
                                     Jackson, MS 39206

1. In the Great Commission, Matthew 28:16-20, Jesus commanded that we go and make disciples.  Write a three to five page, typed, paper on what is meant by "making disciples."

2. Write a brief paper describing the Sunday School in one of the churches you now serve.  Tell me something about the congregation, how the Sunday School is organized, how it operates, etc.  What are the strengths of the Sunday School?  Weaknesses?  How do you relate to the Sunday School?  (2-4 pages typed)

3. Share both these papers with your counseling elder before you send them to the professor.  Include a one page summary of your discussion.

Texts:
Foundations, Shaping the Ministry of Christian Education in Your Congregation, 1993.  
Discipleship Resources.  

Guidelines: Organizing for Christian Education, Abingdon Press, 1996.

Josh Hunt.  Disciple Making Teachers, How to Equip Adults for Growth and Action, Vital Ministry Books, 1998.

George C. Hunter III.  Leading and Managing a Growing Church, Abingdon Press, 2000.

Class Assignments:

Week #1 -- January 13 & 14, 2012
Foundations —  read pp. 1- 82

Disciple Making Teachers — read pp. 6 - 124

be prepared for a Quiz over reading

Week #2 -- January 26 & 27, 2012
Leading & Managing a Growing Church — read pp. 9 - 136

Guidelines — read entire booklet

be prepared for a Quiz over reading

